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Summary 
Spotting fireflies is a special part of warm 

summer nights, an activity enjoyed by children 

and adults alike. One does not have to be a 

devoted environmentalist to feel the allure of 

these charismatic insects.  Therefore, studying 

fireflies is a great way to introduce children of all 

ages to the wonders of nature.  Fireflies are also 

an excellent indication of environmental 

concerns. If fireflies disappear, people take 

notice.  

Citizen Scientist Involvement 
Through firefly programming conducted by 

Beaver Creek Reserve Citizen Science Center, 

volunteers were introduced to Firefly Watch 

Wisconsin, learned firefly natural history, 

received instruction on how to create firefly 

habitat in their backyard, and conduct firefly 

counts. Funding from this grant provided 

Beaver Creek Reserve with the means to 

conduct Firefly Watch programs throughout the 

future.  The volunteers from past and future 

programs  will form a community of firefly 

citizen scientists in Eau Claire County and 

throughout Wisconsin. 
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Results 

Naturalists at Beaver Creek Reserve 

conducted 6 trainings for potential volunteers 

during the summers of 2012 and 2013 

introducing over 230 people to Firefly Watch 

Wisconsin. 

Firefly programs conducted by  
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Conclusion 

The primary goal of Firefly Watch Wisconsin is 

to collect data that will help scientists 

determine the health of firefly populations.  By 

studying firefly populations in their own back 

yard, volunteers will also begin to reflect on 

how their actions may be affecting the 

environment and the creatures that live there.  

Finally,  learning about the natural history of 

the firefly allows volunteers to gain an 

appreciation of the complexity and beauty of 

our natural world.  
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Methods 
Firefly numbers can vary greatly from year to 

year.  Only by conducting long-term population 

counts at many sites can a true indication of the 

health of firefly populations be understood.  

Participants in the project identify a ñfirefly 

habitatò, the area they will monitor fireflies. 

Once a week during firefly season, volunteers 

count the number of fireflies seen in a ten 

second period, observe a few behaviors, record 

weather conditions and enter the data into an 

online database. 
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